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Zulfikar Ali Bhutto believed Pakistan could beat India in the 1965 conflict. He felt that was the best time to 
fight India 


Published: September 10, 2005 00:00 
By Kuldip Nayar 


f 


https://gulfnews. 


y 7 


Retired Pakistan Air Marshal Nur Khan's disclosure about the 1965 war is correct in the sense that Pakistan 


imposed the war on India. 


Zulfikar Ali Bhutto believed Pakistan could beat India in the 1965 conflict. He felt that was the best time to fight India. 


But the person responsible for it was not General Mohammad Ayoub Khan, then the Pakistan 
President, but his Foreign Minister, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. My contention is based on the conversation I 
had with Ayoub in 1972, soon after the Bangladesh war. 


By then he had retired and lived in his bungalow in Islamabad. As irony had it, Bhutto was the president. While 


going over the discussions at Tashkent, where I met Ayoub for the first time, the reference to the 1965 war cropped 


up. 


I was keen on knowing who had started hostilities. Ayoub refused to say anything. My persistence evoked one 


comment from him: "You would be meeting Bhutto, find out from him. It was his war." 


That very afternoon, I met Bhutto. I repeated what Ayoub had said, blaming him for the war. Bhutto did not deny 


his role. His case was that he thought Pakistan could beat India at that time. 


The various ordnance factories which Delhi had established, he said, had not yet gone into full production then and 
once they did, India would be too strong to beat. Bhutto had also been taken in by certain happenings in India at 


that time. 


He had interpreted the Dravida Munnettra Kazhagam's demand for autonomy, the Akali movement for Punjabi 


Suba and the Maharashtra- Mysore border dispute as evidence of India falling apart. 
Settling scores 


Therefore, his thesis was: the sooner Pakistan decided to “settle its scores" with India, the better. 


com/uae/the-war-that-bhutto-wanted-1.300314 


1/5 


9/4/23, 7:44 AM The war that Bhutto wanted | Uae — Gulf News 
Long before the war, Bhutto had prepared a working paper which came to be known as the "Bhutto Plan". 
Infiltration in Kashmir in September, according to the plan, was a sequel to the Rann of Kutch operation in 


January-April, 1965. 


What started in the Rann of Kutch was a clash between the border police. It soon involved the armed forces of both 


sides. Pakistan seemed to have prepared for the battle; it had troops ready. 


It also had not only an airport near the Rann of Kutch but also a network of roads, over which it could bring up 


armour. 


Most Indian cabinet ministers wanted an all out offensive in this area. But Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri and 


General J.N. Chaudhari, then chief of the army staff, were opposed to it. 


The former did not want his strategy of having good relations with Pakistan rather than with China lost in what he 


called a swamp. 


Chaudhari's assessment was that the Kutch operation was a diversionary attack to pin down as many Indian forces 


as possible for a later attack somewhere else. Probably it was. 
Uprising in Kashmir 
However, Rawalpindi's calculation that there would be an uprising in Kashmir following the infiltration misfired. 


On September 1, Ayoub had broadcast that by supporting the people of Kashmir to exercise their right to self- 
determination, Pakistan was doing no more than what it had always pledged. He asked the Kashmiris to rise like 


one Man. 


When Ayoub heard there was no response, his comment was that it was Bhutto who made him go wrong in his 


assessment of the Kashmiris’ attitude. 


Bhutto told me later he had no regrets about having persuaded Ayoub to send in the infiltrators. The war, as 


Pakistan calls it, or the conflict, as Indian official records say, lasted 23 days from September 1 to 23. 


Both sides claimed victory. For Pakistan it was its "finest hour" and for India it was the redemption of the honour it 


had lost in 1962 in the war against the Chinese. 


Rawalpindi claimed Indian efforts to capture Lahore and Sialkot were rebuffed through better organisation, 


training, planning and dedication. 


New Delhi said its aim was to destroy Pakistan's armour, not to occupy territory; therefore, all those who wanted to 


measure gain in terms of key towns like Lahore and Sialkot were wrong. 


Both General Chaudhari and Air Marshal Arjun Singh said India essentially fought a war of attrition and achieved 


its aim. But the Indians were generally disappointed that neither Lahore nor Sialkot was captured. 


Then Egyptian President Jamal Abdul Nasser told Dr Radhakrishnan, then India's president, who was returning to 


New Delhi via Cairo, that if India had captured Lahore its prestige would have gone up. 


Chaudhari has explained in his book, Defence of India that "politically the destruction of Lahore was most unwise 


and militarily this would have meant the use of far more troops than were available’. 


Whatever the explanation, the fact was that neither side registered a decisive victory, though India did have an 


edge over Pakistan, particularly when it wrested Haji Pir and Tithwal, two important positions in Azad Kashmir. 
The overall gains were minimal. 
Kuldip Nayar is a former Indian High Commissioner to the UK and a former Rajya Sabha MP. He can be contacted 


at knayar@gulfnews.com 
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